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March 5, 2017 

 

To the Wayland Community, 

  

When students walk across the threshold of any of our schools, the first message that we want 

them to hear is that they belong.  This bedrock of Wayland's school system is central to the 

establishment of school environments that allow students to trust, to learn, and to grow.  

Inclusivity resonates in the core values of each one of our schools.  At Happy Hollow, students 

learn about the, "need to include everyone."  Claypit Hill stresses how the school must be "safe 

and welcoming" and Loker speaks to the importance of, "taking care of ourselves and others." 

The Children's Way director writes how, "Each child's uniqueness is respected and celebrated for 

the diversity and richness it brings to the classroom and to our school community."  The Middle 

School's values are embodied in BERT - which stands for belonging, empathy, respect, and 

trust.  Among the expectations for student learning at Wayland High School is a declaration that 

students, "demonstrate empathy with people of different abilities, backgrounds, and cultures and 

appreciate the commonality and interdependence of all communities."   

 

Simply put, we strongly believe that in order for a student to be ready to learn, he or she must 

feel like they belong.  Unfortunately, news from the political arena has made some students 

question whether or not they really do belong.  This is frightening and frankly intolerable.  

Educators are not in the business of approving one point of view over another; we are in the 

business of welcoming multiple points of view.  Of late, many of us feel torn when we are asked 

to accept a point of view that labels one group or another as unwelcome.  It tests our belief in 

both free speech and expression, on the one hand, and inclusivity on the other.  There are no 

simple answers to this dilemma; we accept this as part of the complexity of teaching.   

Nonetheless, there are certain lines that we will not cross.  We will not restrict students' access to 

our educational system due to their, "race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, 

sexual orientation, disability or immigration status."  These words come from a recent advisory 

from the Massachusetts Attorney General's office.  The advisory goes on to say, "Enrollment 

practices that single out students based on their actual or perceived citizenship or immigration 

status violate state and federal law.  Furthermore, equal access to public education means not 

only the right to enroll in school, but also the right to an education free from unlawful 

discrimination and harassment."  Amid the national discourse and discord, we have heard the 

worried voices of at least some of our students whose parents may have immigrated to this 

country.  We in Wayland want these students to truly know and believe that they belong. 

We have also heard the voices of our transgender students who, given changes in federal 

advisories, now have a renewed fear of discrimination.  We in Wayland want these students to 

truly know and believe that they, too, belong.  State law stands firmly against any sort of 

discrimination or lack of access or denial of services to any individual based on gender identity.  

The law, and the guidance from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education, clearly states that all students are entitled to access the restroom, locker room, and 

changing facility that corresponds to the student's gender identity.   We want these students to 
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hear that we are re-affirming these already established rights, as unfortunate as it is that we need 

to do so. 

"In Wayland, all students belong."  I am writing because it is important that students repeatedly 

hear this message from the adults they trust.   I hope you will join us in providing comfort and 

reassurance whenever a student, for whatever reason, feels excluded.  In doing so, you will help 

reinforce the values that lie at the heart of our schools.  These are values from which we cannot 

waiver, as they are all part of what makes the Wayland schools so outstanding.  Our staff 

members embrace all students, greet them with a smile, make sure that they feel known, hold 

them to high expectations, and support them in the face of life's challenges.  What parents 

wouldn't want this for their children or, for that matter, their neighbor's children? 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Stein 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


